FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



      Contact: Jean Anne Rose
On Sale:  January 2005





      Publicity Manager

Price:
$23.00








212-366-2528







        JeanAnne.Rose@us.penguingroup.com

“One of the reasons that you laugh so hard at Judy Conner’s words about marriage and 
its often inevitable conclusion is because it feels so true. With good writing and with insights of someone who has tasted the bitter fruit, she makes you wince a little, nod 
your head in understanding and, if you are a man, squirm.”

                                      --Rick Bragg, author of All Over But the Shoutin’ and Ava’s Man
SOUTHERN FRIED DIVORCE

A Woman Unleashes Her Hound and His Dog on the Big Easy:  

A True Story
by

Judy Conner

“This book will prove once and for all – my big sister is funnier than yours!                                                --Jill Conner Browne, The Sweet Potato Queen

Talent must run in the family.  Judy Conner, the older sister of The Sweet Potato Queens’ Jill Conner Browne joins the literary ranks with Southern Fried Divorce, her hilarious romp of a memoir.  This account of one woman’s divorce from “that ex-husband”—a classic bad boy amidst the larger-than-life characters of the Big Easy—weaves together a poignant, one-of-a-kind love story that exposes the humility of all human relationships, and shows that the end of marriage is not the end of love.  

The tale begins one spring morning when Conner’s ex-husband arrives on her doorstep, “beaming with goodwill and Jim Beam,” wrapped in red and green ribbon, and bearing what she can only assume is a belated Christmas gift: a “home security package” in the form of a .38 revolver and a brown puppy. After wondering what kind of fool gives his ex-wife a gun, she returns the puppy and the real adventures begin. Two unlikely heroes emerge as the X and the brown dog become inseparable.  The brown dog takes part in all activities, from his (large) share of the Christmas Roast, to driving the X’s big brown convertible, to swimming laps in the country club (an act which temporarily cost the X his membership). 

The final star of this charming book is the city of New Orleans itself.  From Martin Wine Cellar to the F&M Patio Bar, Southern Fried Divorce is sprinkled with great local hangouts, giving an insiders’ look into the eclectic mix of people that frequent them. Conner provides a window into down-home culture by including the rules to Redneck Roulette; post-divorce sex (“Smurfing”); and wearing a keg into a football game.   For those who enjoy the city’s food and drinks (and who doesn’t?), Conner supplies recipes such as Pissed Off Turkey, Judy’s Mama’s Fried Chicken, and other fine Southern dishes, with adjustments included for those who are not fortunate enough to have a brown dog. 

Despite their fights and problems, Conner endears that X to the reader and portrays their relationship as that of a pair of slightly misguided soul mates whose love and affection for one another can cross over many borders, including the dissolution of marriage and even death. 

Southern Fried Divorce was first published in April 2004 by Light of New Orleans press, a small publishing company which has published one other book. Judy Conner is already working on a sequel, Southern Fried Secrets, which continues the adventures of the X and the brown dog.

About the Author: 

Judy Connor began reading her “Brown Dog Tales,” the basis for the book, at the Sunday Salons in the French Quarter in New Orleans, and several were featured in the Faulkner Society Double Dealer. Raised in Jackson, Mississippi, she now lives in New Orleans, Louisiana with her brown dog. For more information, please visit the website at www.southernfrieddivorce.com.

Advanced Praise for Judy Connor’s

SOUTHERN FRIED DIVORCE
“If your dog doesn’t like this book, he has no sense of humor.”

-Roy Blount, Jr.

“Like all good comedy, this book explains things – things you wonder about. Like why New Orleanians ignore celebrities, and how to hug a ghost. But the best part is this – despite all the bragging Ms. Conner does about her mean streak, its really a sweet love story.”

-Julie Smith, author of Mean Woman Blues and Louisiana Lament

“This book is more fun than a box of glue-huffing monkeys on St. Peter and Bourbon!”

-John Goodman

“Like a double shot of southern spring and a morning of mimosas at the Court of Two Sisters, Judy Conner has pounced quickly and excitedly upon the Deep South literary scene…Whether you’re divorced, separated, or a stay-at-home stalemate, this book is a laugh-through-the-storm primer told with Southern charm and a whole lot of backbone. Women will cheer, men will think twice and dogs will howl with laughter.”

-Planet Weekly
“I don’t know what to make of this book. It’s a shaggy dog story. It’s a cookbook. It’s a gimlet-eyed view of New Orleans’ drinking class. Which is to say it’s a hell of a read.”

-John T. Edge, author of Southern Belly: The Ultimate Food Lover’s Companion to the American South
“…an even-keeled emotional response filled with humor, not hate or melancholy…With the quirky qualities of New Orleans as a backdrop, Conner’s chronicling of her own failed marriage is a time-warped trip down her own memory lane, delivering absurd, touching and hilarious scenarios in rapid, readable succession.”

-The Gambit

